Implications of basal ganglionic dysfunction for schizophrenia.
This paper is addressed to presenting evidence that the basal ganglia are involved in mediating schizophrenia. Data from the experimental and clinical literature suggest a basal ganglionic role in higher cognitive processes, affect, and attention. Deficits of these same factors serve to characterize the major symptoms of schizophrenia. Moreover, psychiatric patients tend to have frank motor problems characteristic of basal ganglia lesions and pathological conditions of the basal ganglia manifest psychiatric difficulties as a major symptom. Taken together, these data are in accord with the hypothesis that some dysfunction involving the basal ganglia is a major factor in schizophrenia.